
Bountiful Conference workshop 3rd Feb 2018 

Anne Witton - Transforming others through our gifts 

(1) Introduction  

Anne. Became a Christian at university. Originally from Manchester, now live in Newcastle. Work 
for Agapé - Christian mission organisation.

Students and community.


Outline of workshop


• Summary of Spiritual gifts principles

• Women using their gifts in mission - then and now

• Discussion

• Our role - using our gifts for mission in community

• Discussion and prayer time


(2) Overview of gifts 

Holy Spirit equips all God’s people for God’s work. Both male and female are gifted by the Spirit 
for the sake of the Gospel.


Key principles:


All gifts are given:


1. To enable God’s people to do his work in the world and the church

2. By Grace to undeserving people (they are not badges of honour) - ‘gifts’ given by grace not 

earned.

3. For others - for the common good. Outward-looking rather than for self-fulfilment.

4. To be used with love

5. To be used in unity. Not competitively or to stir up arguments or jealousy.

6. To all God’s people - whatever background, women and men, rich and poor, educated and not 

educated.


Everyone has gifts - learning from one another, serving one another and serving with one another. 
Valuing everybody’s contribution. Being humble and learning from those we’re ministering to. 
Allowing people to use their gifts to minister to us. [Example Lily and the pie. One of the kindest 
people I know. Temptation to want to be ‘useful’ all the time but need to allow others to grow in 
their gifts by serving them.]


Gifts are given ‘for the common good’ - they are not individualistic but corporate. All given by the 
same Holy Spirit. 


3 passages of Spiritual Gifts:


1 Corinthians 12 - 14 (9 Supernatural gifts)

Every part of the body is needed and is to be valued and cared for.


Romans 12: 3 - 8 (Motivational gifts)

Like spiritual temperaments - they’re what motivate people to serve with joy. Not an exhaustive 
list. eg. Serving involves the joy of helping meet the needs of others.  Giving involves finding joy in 
investing resources to benefit others and advance the gospel.


Ephesians 4: 4 - 16 (5 Equipping gifts)




Leadership gifts to equip the church to grow in maturity and effectiveness.


We don’t need to draw a firm distinction between more ‘spiritual’ gifts and natural gifts / abilities / 
motivations. The principle that’s is important is that everything God has given us is to be used to 
build up the body of the church and make God’s love known in the world. That includes:


• Different spiritual gifts - given specifically for ministering to others in the church and for 
ministering in the world.


• Different talents - creativity, practicality, musicality etc.

• Different spheres of influence - social networks, where we work, our families, our communities

• Different material blessings - money, possessions, time


How can we use it all for God’s mission?

Let’s track the story of God’s mission from Jesus’ time until now and be inspired by some 
amazing women using their gifts for God.


(2) Women using their gifts in mission - then and now 

The Great Commission 

Jesus’ commission to make disciples of all nations is one of the most significant passages of 
Scripture. Think about who was assembled there when Jesus spoke his last words - a group of 
fishermen; Bartholomew who was of royal blood and a scholar in the law; Matthew the tax 
collector; Jude and Simon who were fanatical Nationalists; and pessimistic and doubting Thomas.


They all had different personalities, different gifts (and weaknesses) and different positions in 
society, but Jesus' command to them was the same: to spend their lives passing on what he had 
taught them and building his kingdom on earth. 


The gospel is for everyone, and so all Jesus’ followers have a unique and valuable part to play in 
its spread.


Women of different backgrounds in early church 

Male and female disciples were present at Pentecost and they all received the Spirit’s power to 
speak other languages.


Wonderful examples of women in the early church using their gifts to serve God and others.


• Anna the prophetess (Luke 2: 38) - fasting and praying. One of the godly remnant in Israel who 
saw the Messiah. In a sense, she was the first Christian missionary. 

• Joanna (Luke 8:3) Upper class female who had been healed by Jesus (Luke 8:2) and gave her 
life to him. Used wealth (possession and money) to support Jesus and his disciples. One of the 
witnesses at the tomb of Jesus. 

• Dorcas (Acts 9: 36). Became renowned for her acts of charity. Made garments for the poor. She 
devoted her life to putting her faith into action by serving the needy. 

• Mary (Acts 12: 12) One of the leaders in the early Christian community and opened her dwelling 
to house a church. She also was the mother of John Mark, who wrote the second gospel and 
helped Paul and Barnabus in their evangelistic ministry. (2 Tim 4: 11). Gift of hospitality and 
intercession - praying for Peter’s release. Peter went there after his miraculous escape. (Side 
note of teenage girl Rhoda that heard Peter at the door and was so excited that she left him 
standing outside while she went to tell everyone!) 



• Lydia (Acts 16: 14) - Prosperous business woman - trader in purple cloth. Jewish (either by birth 
of conversion) Part of a group of women that Paul specifically went to (no men present). 
Baptised - public show of allegiance to Christ. Immediately welcomed the missionaries into her 
vast home. Start of the Philippian congregation which met in Lydia’s home. 

• Damaris (Acts 17: 34) probably from a highly intellectual class of women. Rather unflatteringly, 
her name literally means ‘heifer’! Converted as a result of Paul’s preaching to the philosophical 
elite in Athens. We’re not told how she used her gifts, but we can surmise that she used her 
intellect to advance the gospel. 

• Priscilla (Acts 18) Rom 16: 3) always mentioned with her husband Aquila. Worked together for 
the sake of the church. Unity. Marriage. (named first. Greater prominence than her husband - 
maybe of higher social rank or more distinguished in Christian service). Both of them risked their 
lives for Paul. Self-sacrifice. gospel proclamation. Taught the full gospel to Apollos (Acts 18: 26). 
A dream team! 

• Philip’s daughters (Acts 21). His 4 daughters all prophecied and accompanied him on his 
missionary journeys, speaking the word of God to people with great faithfulness. 

• Phoebe (Rom 16: 1 - 2). Deacon of a church in Corinth (service, leadership), and someone who 
bankrolled Paul’s ministry. (and was the bearer of Paul’s letter to the church in Rome) Obviously 
had integrity and was trustworthy.


Historical and contemporary missionaries 

• Susan B. Anthony (1820 - 1906) 
Born into a Quaker family with a long history of anti-slave activism, Susan B. Anthony 
developed an early sense of fairness and justice. She dedicated her life to women’s suffrage 
after joining the women’s rights movements in 1852. She campaigned for the abolition of 
slavery, the right for women to own their own property, to keep their earnings, as well as their 
right to attend higher learning institutions.  

• Sojourner Truth (Unknown - 1883)  
She was born a slave in New York State and, after escaping slavery and becoming a Christian, 
she used her gifts as speaking to fight for women’s rights and racial equality. 

• Fanny Crosby (1820 - 1915) 
Fanny Crosby, though totally blind, wrote more than 9,000 hymns, many of which are among the 
most popular in today’s church denominations. Concerned that her name would be too 
prevalent in the hymnals, she was forced to use multiple pen names instead. Wrote ‘Blessed 
Assurance’ 

• Amanda Berry Smith (1837 - 1915) 
Born into slavery and widowed at 26, Amanda trusted in the Lord even though suffering great 
personal hardship. She worked as a washerwoman and cook and felt that even while doing 
menial tasks like mending clothes or washing dishes, she was serving God. Her devotion to 
prayer and willingness to go wherever God sent her led to her have an evangelistic ministry all 
over the world, inspiring people with her beautiful voice and godly teaching. 

• Lilias Trotter (1853 - 1928) 
Lilias was born into a wealthy lifestyle and was a talented artist. "Lilias expressed her love for 
God and His world through the beauty of her artwork. Her art and her spiritual life were 



intertwined.”. In 1888 she defied all taboos and restrictions that deterred European women from 
entering and ministering to others in the Middle East and went to minister to Muslims in Algeria.  

• Pandita Ramabai (1858 - 1922). 
Established the Mukti mission in India which housed 800 abandoned babies, the blind, 
physically disabled, unwed mothers, and sick. She also spent fifteen years translating the Bible 
from Greek and Hebrew into Marathi—a local dialect. 

• Mary Kenneth Keller (1913 - 1985)  
A nun with an undergrad, two Master’s degrees and a PhD in computer science. She helped 
develop the BASIC computer programming language because she was passionate about 
education. 

• Helen Roseveare (1925 - 2016) 
She was a medical missionary to the Belgian Congo (which is now Zaire). She suffered 
horrendously during the civil war, including being attacked and raped, and yet she counted it a 
privilege to serve Christ by working with local Africans to bring life-saving help to hundreds. 

• Jennifer Wiseman (Living) 
Dr. Jennifer Wiseman is a senior astrophysicist at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center where 
she is the senior project scientist for the Hubble Space Telescope. She is also the director of the 
Dialogue on Science, Ethics, and Religion for the American Association of the Advancement of 
Science. This organisation encourages communication between scientists and religious 
communities throughout the world.  

Women using their gifts in advocacy, speaking, writing, singing, service, teaching, prayer, visual 
arts, languages, computer programming, medicine and astrophysics to serve the Lord and make 
him known.


Hebrews 11 - hall of fame of faithful people

Hebrews 12: since we’re surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses. Wonderful to be part of 
that family of Christian women using their gifts for God.


That’s not supposed to make us feel bad for not being ‘superstars’ or famous missionaries. Most 
of us aren’t. There are millions of women around the world who we’ll never know about who 
devote their lives to Christ, to loving others and to making the gospel known.


Group discussion time


1. Is there anything that’s particularly inspired you?

2. Is there anything that surprised you?

3. Share with the group about women (past or present) who have inspired you.


(3) Our role - using our gifts for mission in community 

Look round church today and you will see lots of different people from different backgrounds. 
Some are gifted at answering difficult questions about Christianity, some naturally befriend 
strangers, some are always ready with a shoulder to cry on and some make amazing casserole. 
All are essential in the body of Christ and are called together to make him known.


Together is the key word. When we look at the spread of the Gospel in the Bible and the work of 
early church pioneers and missionaries, very few people were lone rangers. People used their 
gifts alongside others with different gifts.




Think back to the 1 Corinthians teaching. An eyeball doesn’t go off by itself without the rest of the 
body - useless! Nobody wants to shake a severed hand.


And yet often the way we go about sharing our faith and seeking to serve others is very lonely and 
hard work. What if things were a bit different?


[Show video] https://saturatetheworld.com/resource/church-is-more/on-mission-together/ 


As Christians, we’re called to be counter-cultural. One of the most pressing needs in our society is 
for community. Individualism, loneliness and isolation are rife in 21st century Britain. 


Mission is a team sport. It’s all about sharing our lives with one another and allowing those who 
aren’t Christians yet to experience the joy of Godly community - to be part of the Gospel in action. 
We can go out to where people are rather than expecting them to come to us - be a blessing and 
serve people in our community.

Here are three key reasons why sharing our faith together is important:


1. The body of Christ. All have different and complementary roles and gifts. 
Witnessing in community takes the pressure off - we don’t have to be brilliant at everything. 
Example - Abby and me doing hospitality  
Example - Mission in community - yard party. Different people can play different roles. Learn 
from other people and grow in confidence in your weak areas. 
Example - Rob and pool nights 

2. Authentic Christian living can only happen in community - when we are in relationship with 
each other. Jesus said “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.” (John 13 34 - 35) 
 
Christianity is about relationship with God and one another. For people to fully understand the 
gospel, they need to experience Christians living out the gospel together. If I’m the only 
Christian my friend Jane knows, she’s not going to get a very full picture of what following 
Jesus is all about. My non-Christian friends will learn something about the character of God 
from me, and they will learn other things about God from my other Christian friends and from 
the way we relate together. 
 
Example - Mission work with Agapé - weekly meeting for people to enjoy food, friendship and 
talking about life’s big questions (very diverse, no barrier to entry, listening to one another), 
socials, practical action together (care packs for Romanian women, exam ‘relax packs’) 
Example - home group. Non-Christians joining in prayer for each other. Doing Bible study with 
non-Christians - humbling privilege. 
Example - housewarming. Loads of people from different areas of my life. Marxist atheist 
explaining about my role in Christian mission to my agnostic lesbian neighbour!  

3. Being the only Christian contact for our non-Christian friend can create an undesirable amount 
of intensity in the friendship and can lead to dependency (and maybe even sexual 
temptations). It’s far healthier to be generous with your friends and share them with others so 
that you have accountability and so that your friendship doesn’t run the risk of being too 
insular.


Evangelism is a crucial part of mission and we should be taking every opportunity we can to 
speak about Jesus and point others to him. But evangelism is set in the wider context of social 
action, justice, giving, creation care, love and service.


God can use anything for his glory and to bring others into his Kingdom. What are you good at? 
What are you passionate about?


Some ideas for how we can use our gifts (I’m sure you’ll have many more):


https://saturatetheworld.com/resource/church-is-more/on-mission-together/


• Introduce people to your Christian friends

• Start a Scripture memory group

• Have a craft group making gifts for people in hospital and then visit

• Have a cooking or cleaning task force

• Help at a Foodbank

• Club outreach

• Street Pastors

• Worship-busking

• Buy books for people - have a book club to discuss them

• Pick up litter and invite a mix of friends to join you

• Give to mission work. Have fun fundraisers.

• Buy Greggs gift cards to give to homeless. Go out in pairs to chat to people.

• Sharing videos and Christian stuff online. Try and create safe space for respectful discussion.

• Skype befriending (for people who live somewhere isolated)

• Art groups - Mixing Bowl

• Photography projects (Agapé - did We Are Women, congregation at work)

• Sports outreach - join a fitness class or sports team with a group of Christian friends

• Tell your story - digital media, video making. Interview other people about their stories.

• Show hospitality - Jewish festival meals (Lithuanian Christmas eve)

• Yard parties

• Offer to clean people’s kitchens (Group of Christians offered to clean kitchens in a student area)

• Volunteer at a charity shop as a group of friends

• Have a ‘share your favourite music’ night. (Ask people to bring a piece of music that means a lot 

to them and talk about its significance).


Group discussion and prayer time 

1. What are your gifts?

2. How could you use them in mission? Discuss some practical ideas.

3. How could you join with other believers to use your gifts collectively for God’s mission? What 

sacrifices might you have to make?

4. How could you encourage other people in their gifts?

5. Which gifts do you think we’re in danger of devaluing? How can we recognise and nurture 

those gifts?


Spend 5 minutes praying for one another.


For later - Choose one of the following women to research at home and write a summary to 
encourage a friend: Amanda Berry Smith, Lilias Trotter, Pandita Ramabai, Helen Roseveare.


(3) Summary and pray to close 

We’re all called to use our gifts to be a radical witness to Christ. We’re on mission together, as a 
body of people loved by Jesus and called to share that love with others.


By recognising the importance of Spiritual gifts, we acknowledge our complete and utter 
dependence on the Holy Spirit in all areas of life and ministry.


God’s called us together, God’s equipped us and God’s with us so let’s use our gifts to transform 
our churches, our communities and our world in his name.


Pray to close 
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