
John 11: Lazarus raised from the dead   
In this story Jesus comes face to face with grief and death. 

How does death shape our lives? Have you experienced the death of someone you know?  

How do you deal with the reality of your own death? 

(1)  A man named Lazarus, who lived in Bethany, became sick. 
Bethany was the town where Mary and her sister Martha lived.  
(2)  (This Mary was the one who poured the perfume on the 
Lord's feet and wiped them with her hair; it was her brother 
Lazarus who was sick.)  (3)  The sisters sent Jesus a message: 
"Lord, your dear friend is sick."  (4)  When Jesus heard it, he said, 
"The final result of this sickness will not be the death of Lazarus; 
this has happened in order to bring glory to God, and it will be 
the means by which the Son of God a will receive glory."  (5)  Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  (6)  Yet when he 
received the news that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was 
for two more days.  (7)  Then he said to the disciples, "Let us go 
back to Judea."  (8)  "Teacher," the disciples answered, "just a 
short time ago the people there wanted to stone you; and are 
you planning to go back?"  (9)  Jesus said, "A day has twelve 
hours, doesn't it? So those who walk in broad daylight do not 
stumble, for they see the light of this world.  (10)  But if they walk 
during the night they stumble, because they have no light."  (11)  
Jesus said this and then added, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I will go and wake him up."  (12)  The disciples 
answered, "If he is asleep, Lord, he will get well."  (13)  Jesus 
meant that Lazarus had died, but they thought he meant natural 
sleep.  (14)  So Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead,  (15)  but 
for your sake I am glad that I was not with him, so that you will 
believe. Let us go to him."  (16)  Thomas (called the Twin) said to 
his fellow disciples, "Let us all go along with the Teacher, so that 
we may die with him!"  (17)  When Jesus arrived, he found that 
Lazarus had been buried four days before. 

a In the Hebrew Scriptures, Son of God was a name given to 
God’s people, and the Messiah who would represent them. 
Jesus uses it to speak of his relationship with God. 

Why do you think the sisters send for Jesus? 

What does glory mean here? Why is it important for that glory to 
be seen? 

If Jesus loves the family so much, why does he delay in 
responding to such a request? 

What do we learn about Jesus from (11-15)? 

Bethany is very close to Jerusalem in Judea 

Why are the disciples so uncomfortable about going back to 
Judea? How does Jesus reassure them? 

(18)  Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem,  (19)  and 
many Judeans had come to see Martha and Mary to comfort 
them about their brother's death.  (20)  When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed in 
the house.  (21)  Martha said to Jesus, "If you had been here, Lord, 
my brother would not have died!  (22)  But I know that even now 
God will give you whatever you ask him for."  (23)  "Your brother 
will rise to life," Jesus told her.  (24)  "I know," she replied, "that he 
will rise to life on the last day." b 

b The Jews believed that everyone would be raised from the 
dead at the end of history in order to face judgement. 

What do we see of Martha’s view of Jesus? 

Why isn’t Jesus’ response clear to her? 

(25)  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those 
who believe in me will live, even though they die;  (26)  and those 
who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 
(27)  "Yes, Lord!" she answered. "I do believe that you are the 
Messiah c, the Son of God, who was to come into the world." 

c The Messiah was the king God had promised who would 
represent God’s people and rescue them. 

What does Jesus claim for himself? What does he mean? 

What is Martha’s response? What is she saying about Jesus? 



 

(28)  After Martha said this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary privately. "The Teacher is here," she told her, "and is asking 
for you."  (29)  When Mary heard this, she got up and hurried out 
to meet him.  (30)  (Jesus had not yet arrived in the village, but 
was still in the place where Martha had met him.)  (31)  The 
people who were in the house with Mary comforting her 
followed her when they saw her get up and hurry out. They 
thought that she was going to the grave to weep there.  (32)  
Mary arrived where Jesus was, and as soon as she saw him, she 
fell at his feet. "Lord," she said, "if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died!"  (33)  Jesus saw her weeping, and he saw 
how the people with her were weeping also; his heart was 
touched, and he was deeply moved. 

How does Mary’s attitude and outlook compare with her sister 
Martha? 

If Jesus already knows he’s going to raise Lazarus from death, 
why does he weep? What does this tell us about Jesus? 

(34)  "Where have you buried him?" he asked them. "Come and 
see, Lord," they answered.  (35)  Jesus wept.  (36)  "See how much 
he loved him!" the people said.  (37)  But some of them said, "He 
gave sight to the blind man, didn't he? Could he not have kept 
Lazarus from dying?"  (38)  Deeply moved once more, Jesus went 
to the tomb, which was a cave with a stone placed at the 
entrance.  (39)  "Take the stone away!" Jesus ordered. Martha, the 
dead man's sister, answered, "There will be a bad smell, Lord. He 
has been buried four days!"  (40)  Jesus said to her, "Didn't I tell 
you that you would see God's glory if you believed?"  (41)  They 
took the stone away. Jesus looked up and said, "I thank you, 
Father, that you listen to me.  (42)  I know that you always listen 
to me, but I say this for the sake of the people here, so that they 
will believe that you sent me."  (43)  After he had said this, he 
called out in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"  (44)  He came out, 
his hands and feet wrapped in grave cloths, and with a cloth 
around his face. "Untie him," Jesus told them, "and let him go." 
(45)  Many of the people who had come to visit Mary saw what 
Jesus did, and they believed in him.   

Why do you think the writer is so keen to underscore 
Jesus’ emotional response to the death of his friend? 

Why does the writer include so many details about 
Lazarus’ death? 

Why were the people puzzled by Jesus? 

Why does Jesus pray publically before raising Lazarus? 

What do you think would be going through (i) the crowd, 
(ii) Mary and Matha’s, mind when Lazarus was raised? 

What was the response of the crowds to what Jesus did? 

What would this mean? 

 

The symmetrical structure of the story can be shown as follows: 

The sisters look to Jesus (1-3) 

Jesus will receive glory by raising Lazarus (4-17) 

Martha believes Jesus in hope (18-24) 

The identity of Jesus (25-27) 

Mary believes Jesus in grief (28-33) 

Jesus receives glory by raising Lazarus (34-44) 

The crowds believe in Jesus (45) 

 

How does this outline help us to understand the significance of the story? 

What stands out to you from this story? What do we learn about Jesus? 

What are the implications for us if Jesus has authority over death? 


