
John 20:1-31 The Resurrection 
If it really happened, this story is the account of the most significant event in human history since the creation. 

What do you make of the claim that Jesus was raised from death? What would be the implications if he had defeated death? 

(1)  Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark a, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been taken away from the entrance.  (2)  She went running 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, 
and told them, "They have taken the Lord from the tomb, 
and we don't know where they have put him!"  (3)  Then 
Peter and the other disciple went to the tomb.  (4)  The 
two of them were running, but the other disciple ran faster 
than Peter and reached the tomb first.  (5)  He bent over 
and saw the linen cloths, but he did not go in.  (6)  Behind 
him came Simon Peter, and he went straight into the 
tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there  (7)  and the cloth 
which had been around Jesus' head. It was not lying with 
the linen cloths but was rolled up by itself. b  (8)  Then the 
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 
in; he saw and believed.  (9)  (They still did not understand 
the scripture which said that he must rise from death.)  (10)  
Then the disciples went back home.   

a The original language deliberately echoes the 
creation account and the first day when God created 
light. 

b This is a visual allusion. In the Hebrew Scriptures on 
the Day of Atonement when the people’s sin would be 
forgiven, the High Priest made an offering for sin and 
then took off his priestly linen garments and put on his 
normal clothes. 

Why do you think the writer connects the resurrection 
of Jesus to the creation account? 

How do you think Mary would be feeling? 

Why do you think the writer connects the burial site with 
the Day of Atonement? 

What would it mean for the disciples to believe if they still 
hadn’t understood the scripture? 

(11)  Mary stood crying outside the tomb. While she was 
still crying, she bent over and looked in the tomb  (12)  and 
saw two angels there dressed in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been, one at the head and the other at 
the feet. c  (13)  "Woman, why are you crying?" they asked 
her. She answered, "They have taken my Lord away, and I 
do not know where they have put him!"   

c This is another visual allusion to the 
tabernacle/temple. God’s throne and the place where 
the sacrificial blood was placed was overshadowed by 
two golden angelic figures. 

Why is the burial site being linked to the temple throne? 

What would be going through Mary’s head? 

(14)  Then she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there; but she did not know that it was Jesus.  (15)  
"Woman, why are you crying?" Jesus asked her. "Who is it 
that you are looking for?" She thought he was the 
gardener d, so she said to him, "If you took him away, sir, 
tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get him."  
(16)  Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned toward him and 
said in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" (This means "Teacher.")  (17)  
"Do not hold on to me," Jesus told her, "because I have not 
yet gone back up to the Father. But go to my brothers and 
tell them that I am returning to him who is my Father and 
their Father, my God and their God."  (18)  So Mary 
Magdalene went and told the disciples that she had seen 
the Lord and related to them  
what he had told her.  

Continued over… 

d Another allusion to the creation story, just as Adam to 
take care of the Garden of  Eden, so Jesus steps out of 
the tomb into a garden and is mistaken for a gardener. 

Why do you think the writer parallels Jesus with Adam? 

How do you think Mary would be feeling now? 

How would it feel to be sent to announce the resurrection? 

What do you think Jesus’ message to the disciples means? 

 



 

(19)  It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples 
were gathered together behind locked doors, because 
they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Then Jesus 
came and stood among them. "Peace be with you," he 
said.  (20)  After saying this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. The disciples were filled with joy at seeing the 
Lord.  (21)  Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. 
As the Father sent me, so I send you."  (22)  Then he 
breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. e  (23)  
If you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven."  f 

e Another allusion to the creation story when God 
created Adam from the dust and breathed life into him. 

f Jesus is here authorising his followers to offer people 
his forgiveness and assure them of that forgiveness. 

Why would Jesus would say “Peace be with you” twice? 

What is Jesus’ commission and what does it mean? 

What do you think is the significance of the connection to 
the creation of man in (22)? 

(24)  One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the Twin), 
was not with them when Jesus came.  (25)  So the other 
disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" Thomas said 
to them, "Unless I see the scars of the nails in his hands and 
put my finger on those scars and my hand in his side, I will 
not believe."  (26)  A week later the disciples were together 
again indoors, and Thomas was with them. The doors were 
locked, but Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you."  (27)  Then he said to Thomas, "Put 
your finger here, and look at my hands; then reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Stop your doubting, and 
believe!"  (28)  Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!"  (29)  Jesus said to him, "Do you believe because you 
see me? How happy are those who believe without seeing 
me!"   

What do you think of Thomas’ initial response?

Why do you think the writer retells a story that casts one 
of the leaders of the early church in such an unflattering 
light? 

What does Thomas mean by his response to encountering 
Jesus? 

How do you think Thomas would be feeling by the end of 
this section? 

(30)  In his disciples' presence Jesus performed many other 
miracles which are not written down in this book.  (31)  But 
these have been written in order that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah g, the Son of God h, and that through 
your faith in him you may have life. 

g The Messiah was the king God had promised who 
would represent God’s people and rescue them. 

h In the Hebrew Scriptures, Son of God was a name 
given to God’s people and the Messiah. Jesus uses it to 
speak of his relationship with God. 

How does the writer explain the purpose of his account? 

Where do you stand with this? 

 

What stands out to you most from this story? 

Why do you think the writer makes so many parallels to different aspects of the creation account? 

If true, what would this story mean for you? 

 


