
John 9:1-41 The Man Born Blind  
In this story Jesus exposes spiritual blindnes. 

How have you sought to avoid uncomfortable truths? 
 

(1)  As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been 
born blind.  (2)  His disciples asked him, "Teacher, whose sin 
caused him to be born blind? Was it his own or his parents' sin?"  
(3)  Jesus answered, "His blindness has nothing to do with his sins 
or his parents' sins. He is blind so that God's power might be seen 
at work in him.  (4)  As long as it is day, we must do the work of 
him who sent me; night is coming when no one can work.   

What was the assumption of Jesus’ disciples? 

What do you think it would have been like for the man to have 
been bought up with this view? 

How does Jesus answer? 

(5)  While I am in the world, I am a the light for the world." (6)  
After he said this, Jesus spat on the ground and made some mud 
with the spittle; he rubbed the mud on the man's eyes b  (7)  and 
told him, "Go and wash your face in the Pool of Siloam." (This 
name means "Sent.") So the man went, washed his face, and 
came back seeing.  (8)  His neighbours, then, and the people who 
had seen him begging before this, asked, "Isn't this the man who 
used to sit and beg?"  (9)  Some said, "He is the one," but others 
said, "No he isn't; he just looks like him." So the man himself said, 
"I am the man."  (10)  "How is it that you can now see?" they asked 
him.  (11)  He answered, "The man called Jesus made some mud, 
rubbed it on my eyes, and told me to go to Siloam and wash my 
face. So I went, and as soon as I washed, I could see."  (12)  "Where 
is he?" they asked. "I don't know," he answered.   

a “I Am” was the personal name used for God in the story of 
the Exodus. The people regarded it as too reverent to be 
spoken out. Jesus uses it for himself. 

b In the beginning, God created man out of the dust. 

What do we learn about the man? Why do you think he obeys 
Jesus under such strange circumstances? 

What does Jesus claim for himself? What does he mean? 

Why were the people who knew the man so confused? What 
would they be thinking? 

(13)  Then they took to the Pharisees c the man who had been 
blind.  (14)  The day that Jesus made the mud and cured him of 
his blindness was a Sabbath d.  (15)  The Pharisees, then, asked 
the man again how he had received his sight. He told them, "He 
put some mud on my eyes; I washed my face, and now I can see."  
(16)  Some of the Pharisees said, "The man who did this cannot 
be from God, for he does not obey the Sabbath law." Others, 
however, said, "How could a man who is a sinner perform such 
miracles as these?" And there was a division among them.  (17)  
So the Pharisees asked the man once more, "You say he cured 
you of your blindness---well, what do you say about him?" "He is 
a prophet," the man answered.   

c The Pharisees were a powerful religious pressure group who 
were very opposed to Jesus. 

d God had commanded people not to work on the Sabbath 
but the Pharisees had made lots of extra rules about this. 

What confused the Pharisees? Why were some unwilling to 
acknowledge what had happened? 

How would (i) the Pharisees (ii) the man, be feeling? 

(18)  The Jewish authorities, however, were not willing to believe 
that he had been blind and could now see, until they called his 
parents  (19)  and asked them, "Is this your son? You say that he 
was born blind; how is it, then, that he can now see?"  (20)  His 
parents answered, "We know that he is our son, and we know 
that he was born blind.  (21)  But we do not know how it is that 
he is now able to see, nor do we know who cured him of his 
blindness. Ask him; he is old enough, and he can answer for 
himself !"  (22)  His parents said this because they were afraid of 
the Jewish authorities, who had already agreed that anyone who 
said he believed that Jesus was the Messiah e would be expelled 
from the synagogue f.  (23)  That is why his parents said, "He is old 
enough; ask him!" 

Continued over… 

e The Messiah was the king God had promised who would 
represent God’s people and rescue them. 

f Since the synagogue was the heart of the community, to be 
expelled was big trouble. 

What was controlling the parent’s behaviour?  

How do you think they would be feeling? 

Why do you think the Pharisees were so keen to supress those 
who believed in Jesus?  

How would they be feeling? 



 

(24)  A second time they called back the man who had been born 
blind, and said to him, "Promise before God that you will tell the 
truth! We know that this man who cured you is a sinner."  (25)  "I 
do not know if he is a sinner or not," the man replied. "One thing I 
do know: I was blind, and now I see."  (26)  "What did he do to 
you?" they asked. "How did he cure you of your blindness?"  (27)  
"I have already told you," he answered, "and you would not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Maybe you, too, would like to 
be his disciples?"  (28)  They insulted him and said, "You are that 
fellow's disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. g (29)  We know that 
God spoke to Moses; as for that fellow, however, we do not even 
know where he comes from!"  (30)  The man answered, "What a 
strange thing that is! You do not know where he comes from, but 
he cured me of my blindness!  (31)  We know that God does not 
listen to sinners; he does listen to people who respect him and 
do what he wants them to do.  (32)  Since the beginning of the 
world nobody has ever heard of anyone giving sight to a person 
born blind.  (33)  Unless this man came from God, he would not 
be able to do a thing."  (34)  They answered, "You were born and 
brought up in sin---and you are trying to teach us?" And they 
expelled him from the synagogue. 

g The ten commandments and the Jewish law was given by 
Moses. To claim to be a disciple of Moses was to claim your 
faithfulness to the law that had been given through him. 

What do we see of the heart of the Pharisees? 

What is the logic of the man? 

What do we see of the heart of the man? 

Compare (2) with (32-34). What are the differences between the 
man and the Pharisees here? 

What would the man conclude from this exchange? 

(35)  When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the man 
and asked him, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" h  (36)  The 
man answered, "Tell me who he is, sir, so that I can believe in 
him!"  (37)  Jesus said to him, "You have already seen him, and he 
is the one who is talking with you now."  (38)  "I believe, Lord!" 
the man said, and knelt down before Jesus.  (39)  Jesus said, "I 
came to this world to judge, so that the blind should see and 
those who see should become blind." 

h The Son of Man was a phrase used in the Hebrew 
Scriptures (Old Testament) to talk about a king with 
God’s power and authority 

What does Jesus ask of the man? 

What does the man’s response show about him? 

What does Jesus claim about himself? 

(40)  Some Pharisees who were there with him heard him say this 
and asked him, "Surely you don't mean that we are blind, too?"  
(41)  Jesus answered, "If you were blind, then you would not be 
guilty; but since you claim that you can see, this means that you 
are still guilty." 

Why do you think the Pharisees ask the question? 

How does Jesus answer? What does this tell us about 
judgement? 

 

The symmetrical structure of this story can be shown like this: 

Guilty of sin? Physical Blindness (1‐4) 

Identity of Jesus (5) 

Jesus Heals (6‐12) 

Man testifies, Pharisees argue (13‐17) 

Pharisees unwilling to see, parents afraid to acknowledge (18‐23) 

Man testifies, Pharisees argue (24‐34) 

Jesus saves (35‐38) 

Identity of Jesus (39) 

Guilty of sin? Spiritual Blindness (40‐41) 

What does this highlight about the story? 

What stood out to you from the story? What does the story tell us about us and Jesus? 

What things affect our spiritual vision? What can we do about this? 


